Special Educational NeedsPolicy

The specid needs team comprises learning support teachers, resource teachers, guidance
counsdllor and specid needs coordinator supplemented by Specid Needs Assstants(to be

known as Resource Assgtants) gppointed on an annud basis as gpproved by Department of
Education.

Bdid Satemeants

»  Sudentswithin awide range of academic ability are accepted

 Endeavours are made to meet individual educationd needswithin an
indugive curriculum

Teaching methods and programmes of work indude differentiation by task
and by outcome
Deveopment of sdf-eteem and of vadues such as kindness, integrity and
respect are paramount and students are encouraged to particpate in extra:
curricular activities,

Aims

Tointegrate dl sudentssocidly and academicdly
Toensuredl students maximize ther individua potentia

Assssment: prior toentry, theteam

» Fadilitates parentswishing to discuss the needs of their child

» |dentifies from the gpplication process, sudents with specid needs

» Discusseswith parentsthe requirements of such sudentsand indicatesthe
parametersof fadilitiesavalablein thelight of current provison by the
Department of Education

»  Appliesfor gopropriate resources from the Department of Education

e Adminigersdiagnogtic tests

e Usssted reaults and information from the Counsdllor and Y ear Head to form
mixed ability classes

SHection of sudentsfor lear ning support:

English
* Retest goproximatey 25 sudents with lowest scoresin diagnodiic tests
Parents of this group are contacted prior to retesting and again after retesting
to inform them of our recommendations. Support continues throughout
junior cycdeandin spedd circumdancesin senior cycle.
Mathematics

* |dentify, from information from primary schools and from diagnostic tes,
sudentswith low scoresin methemetics.

Parents of sudentsin thisgroup are contacted and offered the opportunity of
placementinasmdl ordinary level group with learning support. This support
continues for sudents throughout junior and senior cyde.

In bath English and M athematicsfurther sudents may beidentified by their
subject teachers After consultation with teacher, parents and Sudentsthey may
jointhe gppropriate learning support group.



Other Educational Neads

Students with diagnosed educationd needseg. dyspraxia, autistic spectrum
disorder, dydexia, ADD havether needs consdered by theteamusing
information from psychological reports, parents, primary school and theleve of
resources previoudy sanctioned by the Department of Education. Appropriate
goplicationsare prepared for the Department of Education for assstance such as
resource hours, Specia needs assgant, |gptop computer, note taker, radio ads.

Modd of organization for lear ning support:

English: Withdrawa modd isusd
Mathematics Specid group formed, which isfacilitated by the fact that Mathsis
stfromYear 1
Learnmg Support and Resour ce Saff
Arrangetimetabling for resource and learning support withinthe
framework of the schoadl timetable. (Thismay be support inthe dassroom or
withdrawa for individud work or work in agroup.)
» May recommend reduction in number of subjects Sudied
» Liasewith gaff for gpecific curricular needs of a studernt.
Report to team, staff and parents as gppropriate
. Arrangefor support by Resource Assgant where necessary, but the responghbility for the
education of the student remainswith classroom teacher and learning support/resource
teacher. Duties of assstant may invalve supervising specia needs sudentswhen not in
classroom; supporting in classroom under direction of classroom teecher; usng maerias
prepared by dassroom teecher, learning support or resourceteacher; preparing specid
materidsfor individua students as deemed necessty. Reporting
* Recordsof dl tests are kept by Learning Support Teecher and Gwdance
Counsdlor
» Psychologicd reports are kept in Principa’s office. A copy iskept in a
locked filing cabinet in the Guidance Counsdllor's office to be accessed
only by the Specid Needsteam.
»  Written report from learning support isincluded in theregular school report

Members of the Specid Needsteam areavailablefor Parent Teecher
meetings and by gppointment during school hours.

Resource Teacher liaiseswith parentsweekly, by the most appropriate
method, eg., by email, text, fax, ec.

Circulateto dl teaching g&ff alist of sudentswith psychologica reportsand
thosewho currently recelve learning support or resource teeching. Onthe
request of individud staff members, gopropriate information on astudent is
mede available, with the consent of the parents. Programme overseen and
coordinated by specid needs coordinator

Reasonable Accommodation:
* Identify students who need reasonable accommodation in school and state
examinations
 Act on recommendations made in Psychological reports regarding exams



Provide facilities recommended for specific studentsin school and state
exams

Identify students who would benefit from using non-standard format for class
work or homework

« Consider provision of in-house certification to acknowledge achievement not

recognized by state exams

Linkswith Outsde Agenciesand Services

Make avallable rdevant videos, books and information for al saff to borrow
Liaisewith Department vigting teachersfor Specid Needs eg teecher of desf
Circulate informeation on gppropriate coursesto daff

Seek advice, as necessary, from externd agencies, induding Educationa
Psychologidts, Soeech and Language Therapids, Hearing Impairment and
Sght Imparment specidistsand support agendesfor soecific needs (for
example, The Dyspraxia Association, The Nationa Assodiaion for the Dedf).
Maintain contact with Access departments of third leve educationd
inditutionsand organizations, such as AHEAD.

Participate in on-going training appropriate to needs of Sudents

Liaisewith Specid Needs Organiser from Nationa Coundil for Specid
Education to fadilitate implementation of Education for Personswith Specid
Neads Act 2004.



